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What do we mean by Active Learning? 
 

Active Learning in Primary 1 involves children in using their 

thinking, language, practical and movement skills actively in 

meaningful experiences and activities to enhance their 

learning.   
 

It helps children adopt a positive attitude to school and 

enable them to become: 
 

� Successful learners  

� Confident individuals 

� Responsible citizens  

� Effective contributors  
 

These are the four capacities embedded within ‘Curriculum 

For Excellence’ which is the new framework being phased in 

at present. 
 
 

What does Active Learning aim to do? 
 

Active learning in our schools aims to: 

 

� Make the transition between Nursery and Primary 1 

as smooth as possible. 

� Ensure continuity of learning experiences and 

environment. 

� Provide enjoyable as well as challenging learning 

experiences for children where they are actively 

engaged throughout the day. 
 

 

 



 

Moving from Nursery to Primary 1 
 

Prior to the summer holidays, school holds induction meetings 

where you can meet your child’s new Primary 1 teacher.   

 

At Deanburn we have implemented a planned programme for 

transition from Nursery to Primary 1. This will enable your 

child to become familiar with a Primary 1 classroom. 

 

What might an Active Learning environment look like? 

 

The set up of the classroom in Primary 1 will depend on the 

available resources and space in your child’s school. 
 

However the classroom set up will encourage the continued 

development of your child’s skills, interests and 

independence.  This should include the use of imaginative and 

interesting resources which will stimulate curiosity, 

challenge, investigation and creativity. 
 

All aspects of the curriculum can be explored outside and 

where possible your child will continue to experience learning 

in an outdoor environment. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Making progress in Primary 1 
 

The emphasis is on delivering maths and language 

programmes in an active way to take account of different 

learning styles.   

 

Learning experiences and activities will encourage children to 

make links across different areas of the curriculum and use 

their skills in new situations.  This will help to foster self-

confidence and independence. 

 

How can I help my child? 

 

There are many ways that you can help your child as he or 

she makes the transition from Nursery to Primary 1.  Your 

child’s Primary 1 teacher will be able to suggest the most 

appropriate ways for you to support your child’s learning.  

Some of these ways might involve: 

� Collecting/donating resources 

� Making resources 

� Volunteering to assist with classroom activities 

� Volunteering to assist with outdoor activities 

� Sharing interests and expertise 

� Homework activities 

� Attendance at parent information meetings 

� Become involved in the Parent Council 

 

To discuss Active Learning further, please contact your 

child’s P1 teacher in the first instance or the Head Teacher. 

 

 



If you would like to know more about Curriculum for 

Excellence and Active Learning visit the Learning and 

Teaching website at:  

 

www.LTScotland.org.uk 

 

or 

 

www.acurriculumforexcellencescotland.gov.uk 

 

 
 

or contact 

 

Ms M Ogilvie 

Headteacher 

Deanburn Primary School – Tel: 01506 778320 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

D e a n b u r n P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  

Assessment  
Is for 

Learning 
 
 

Information for parents and carers 
For some time we have been working to review the way we assess children’s 

work and looking at how we use those assessments to support childrens’  

learning.  We are  exited about the benefits we are already seeing and want to 

explain the changes that are happening in  your child’s class. 

 

Developing Assessment  

There  are two kinds of assessment-formative and summative.  If we think about 

learning to drive, formative assessment happens during every lesson.  The 

instructor tells the student what manoeuvre is going to be taught and explains 

how it is done.  The learner gives it a go and gets feedback about how it went.  

The instructor praises what went well and gives advice about how it can be 

improved.  Afterwards the learner can try again and keep trying until it’s right. 

Summative assessment is the driving test—no help or support just prove what 

you know and what you can do.  We have not abandoned summative 

assessment but we have been focusing on improving our formative assessment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WHAT WILL BE DIFFERENT? 

 

Many of the changes are related to how teachers ask questions and 
how they give feedback to pupils about the work they are doing.  
These will include 
 
• The teacher waiting longer after asking a question before taking 

an answer. 
 
• Pupils being given the opportunity to prepare group  responses. 
 
• Training the pupils to ask each other questions 
 
• Helping pupils explain how they got an answer 
 
• Giving verbal feedback and written comments instead of marks 

out of ten  
 
• Helping children assess their own work and their own 

understanding 
 
 
Other changes are linked to the way we set the learning agenda for individuals 
and groups. 
 
• Teacher’s planning is organised around a series of learning targets written 

in child friendly language 
 
• Teachers begin by sharing the learning intentions of each lesson 
 
• They spell out the success criteria for each piece of work. 
 
• Together with pupils they identify appropriate individual learning   targets. 
 
• Teachers and pupils gather evidence of progress through these targets in 

pupil portfolios  
 
 
 

 



 
What benefits will there be? 
 
There are a number of positive changes for pupils working in this way.  Some 
have happened quickly and others are happening more slowly.  Some of these  
benefits include 
 
 
 
• Increased pupil confidence 
 
• Greater motivation to work 
 
• Even better results in class 
 
• A quicker pace of learning 
 
• Better understanding of work covered 
 
• Better understanding of their own learning 
 
• Improved contributions to group work 



 


