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BACKGROUND 

A Curriculum for Excellence promotes the development of our young people as     
successful learners, confident individuals, effective communicators and responsible 

citizens. Central to this is the importance of developing the literacy skills of our 

children in order to enable them to confidently meet the challenges of a changing 

world. Developing the listening and talking skills of our children, together with the     

development of reading and writing, will enhance their confidence in all aspects of 

life. 

 

Effective listening and talking involves a set of complex skills that will not 

develop without structured teaching practice. Schools in Falkirk Council 

use “HEARSAY—A Cross Curricular Approach to Listening and Talking” to 
develop these skills in a coherent and progressive way. This approach is 

based on child centred, interactive learning with a focus on three    

common skills of content, delivery and body language. Our children 

are encouraged to develop these skills through group discussion,   

finding and using information, reflecting on personal experience and 

analysing and evaluating texts they have read or viewed. 

 

Across the stages our children take part in a variety of cross curricular                

opportunities to develop their skills in listening and talking, frequently engaging in 

real contexts for real purposes. High expectations of performance in the core skills 

of literacy are shared with our children as we work hard to promote high standards 

from all children within a positive and supportive ethos. 

 

Literacy skills empower children to unlock their potential as independent, lifelong 

learners. They have a significant impact on self-esteem, motivation and aspirations 

for the future. Being literate equips children to be proactive in their own learning 

and to articulate their thoughts. In this way our young people will develop an         

understanding of themselves as individuals and as members of society. To this end,    

Deanburn Primary School places raising achievement in literacy at the centre of its       

raising standards agenda.  

 



AIMS 

In Deanburn Primary School we aim to: 

• Create a positive ethos throughout the school so that pupils   

develop confidence and pleasure in engaging in listening and  

talking activities. 

• Teach listening and talking through a structured programme with 

agreed targets and lesson aims which are taught from Nursery—P7. 

• Teach listening an talking in a structured way to ensure progression, continuity 

and consistency. 

• Link planning, teaching and assessment in every talking and listening lesion in 

order to raise levels of attainment/achievement in listening and talking 

throughout the school. 

 

WHAT ARE THE COMMON SKILLS? 

In order to contribute effectively, pupils are taught the importance of content,  

delivery and body language. 

 

CONTENT 

It is important that children focus on selecting information that is interesting and 

relevant to the listening and talking activity that they are engaged in. Our children 

are taught to consider purpose and audience when presenting and are encouraged to 

build upon the ideas of others during group discussion.   

 

DELIVERY 

The importance of volume, pace and tone of voice are emphasised as our children  

engage in a range of different contexts to develop their talking and listening skills. 

 

BODY LANGUAGE 

Our children are taught the important impact of body language in verbal communica-

tion. A particular focus is placed upon the use of eye contact, facial expression and 

the use of gesture. 

 

Following the explicit teaching of these skills across the stages, our 

children are  encouraged to practice and develop their competence in 

a range of contexts including group discussion, finding and using  

information, talking about personal experiences and talking 

about texts that they have read or observed. 



HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

Encourage your child to develop listening and talking skills at home. Talk to your 

child about their experiences, about books that they have read and films that they 

have watched. Help your child with research projects, reminding them about the im-

portance of information being both relevant and interesting. Observe your child’s 

ability to listen and contribute effectively—be a critical friend! Talk to your child 

about delivery and body language. Remind them of the importance of eye contact and 

gesture, pace and volume. Be supportive! Build their confidence! 

 

“Parents, carers and other family members can and do make a real difference to 
children’s education. When parents are actively involved in their children’s learning, 
it has a positive effect on attainment and achievement.” 

 

(From Learning and Teaching Scotland, www.parentzonescotland.gov.uk) 
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